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Medicaid rates for Children’s Mental Health Services to Providers

By Geoffrey L. Birnbaum, Executive Director
Phone: 406 541-1643 ext 103
email: birnbaum@youthhomes.com

1. Most of the providers for out of home and in home services are established
(and mostly non-profit) to serve the poorest families such that Medicaid is our
rate for most all of our services meaning there are few private payers to
balance low Medicaid rates but does insure that we are established and
committed to serving the poor.

2. Chart showing just one service and rates versus expenses. My rationale in
analyzing rates is to look at what it would cost if the government did it and
fund it at that level. What most cost studies show is providers spend what
they have and some of the providers | know either live on fees and others
have fundraising level that allow greater costs.

3. I believe the original rates that were set in the early 90’s with refinancing of
many services into Medicaid were reasonably fair but rates have not kept up
with cost increases to simply maintain services. (See attached chart).

4. |think it would fair, as a provider of actual services delivered to Montanans
that rates should be increased at the same level State Government are
adjusted to “current law” which it is not.

Thank you for the chance to make these points.
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